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SOUTH AFRICAN CONTEXT 

Constitutional Environmental Right 
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Definition of the Environment 
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Evolution of SEA in South Africa 

1989 

1992 

1997 

2000 

2003 

2001 

1996 

ECA – Enabling provisions for EA 
IEM strategy - Assessment of ‘all development decisions’ 

SEA Primer – need to streamline EIA, assess cumulative impacts, focus on 
sustainable development 

National SEA  
Guideline Document 

NEMA, Amendment Act – enabling provisions 
for SEA 

SEA Guidelines for Water Use 

IEM Guideline Series – assessment of policies and programmes 

2004 

ECA –  First EIA Regulations 
IEM Discussion document 

2006 

Planning legislation with SEA provisions 

NEMA New EIA Regulations - 
provision for EMFs 

2007 

2010 
Revised National SEA Guidance 

New National EIAM Strategy – special 
emphasis on strategic tools 



Finding the elephant in the room Future Battlegrounds for Strategic Assessment 

Water management Energy provision 

Sustainable settlements 

Biodiversity  

Management 

Overall regulatory 

compliance costs South 

African business R796b 
per annum (6,5% of total 

GDP for 2003) (SBP, 

2005) 

Challenge 1:  Efficiency / Streamlining Challenge 2:  Complexity 
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Challenge 3:  Political expediency Challenge 3:  Political expediency 

In the light of ASGISA, DEAT 
has stated with reference to 

EIA that: 

“Government is concerned about 
any delay, costs and associated 
impacts on economic growth and 

development.  This is why we 
need to improve efficiency and 

effectiveness without 
compromising basic 

environmental rights and 
quality.” (Van Schalkwyk, 2006)  



PPP formulation process 

Option 1 

End of process check 

Option 3 

Basis for 
PPP 

formulation 

Option 2 – Continual engagement 

Options for the application of SEA 

MYTHS ABOUT STRATEGIC 

ASSESSMENT 

Myth 1:  You need legislation to introduce 

Strategic Assessment 
Myth 2:  Strategic Assessment is new 

and unique 
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Myth 3:  Strategic Assessment is mainly about 

conservation and biodiversity 
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Myth 4:  Better information leads to 

better decision making 
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Myth 5:  SEA will replace the need for EIA 
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CONTRIBUTION TO 

SUSTAINABILITY 

Areas for improvement 
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Victories for Strategic Assessment 
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Sustainability requirements as decision criteria 
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REFLECTION 



CHALLENGE:  DEALING WITH COMPLEXITIES 

IN STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT 

Prerequisites for Effectiveness: 

Effectiveness Triangle 
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Communication 

Integration 
Streamlining 

Efficiency 

Knowledge 

Wisdom 
Insight 

Efficiency 

Implementation 

WAY FORWARD 


