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a) Prism of sustainability (Valentin & Spangenberg 2000)                     b) MAIN prism of sustainable development (Kain, 2000)  

   c) The “four spheres” prism of sustainability (O’Connor, 2006)                                d) Four pillars of sustainability  
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         b) Human-ecosystem linked model (Wackernagel & Yount, 1998) 

a) Egg of wellbeing model (Prescott-Allen, 2001) 

      

c) Fuzzy boundaries human-environment (Giddings et al, 2002)                     c) Concentric rings model (Lowe, 2001)  
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Environmentally determined  System determined 

Existence     Reproduction 

Effectiveness    Psychological needs 

Freedom of action   Responsibility 

Security 

Adaptability 

Coexistence 

b) Principles of sustainability (Palmer et al 1997 adapted 
from Cooper 1995) 

a) Principles of sustainability (Haughton, 1999) 
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c) Basic orientors (Bossel, 1999) 

d) Gibson et al. (2005) Sustainability Assessment Criteria 

Socio-ecological system integrity   Resource maintenance & 

Livelihood sufficiency opportunity  efficiency 

Intra and inter – generational equity  Socio-ecological civility & 

 Precaution & adaptation    democratic governance 

Immediate and long term integration 
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Sustainability Report Cards 
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Models of Sustainability 

•! Three mainstreams started to develop out 
of debate about what sustainability means… 

•! Four dimensions of sustainability 

•! Linked human - ecosystem 

•! Principles of sustainability  
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